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Introduction
The theme of revenge dominates the Hamlet play with two men pursuing revenge for the murder of their fathers. Laertes is on a mission to kill Hamlet who killed his father, Polonius, Fortinbras wants to revenge for his father’s death as well as Hamlet. This makes the play a double revenge play (Pollard, 70). This pursues of revenge has led to more deaths including the death of Hamlet who had begun the revenge plots. My research, therefore, focuses on studying the theme of revenge as the dominant and the driving of Hamlet in the play. I will discuss this theme by focusing on three plots of revenge evident in the play: Fortinbras’ revenge for the slain of his father, Hamlet’s revenge for his father’s death, and Laertes’ revenge for his father's death.
Fortinbras’ Revenge for the Slain of his Father
Fortinbras’ father, King Fortinbras, was murdered by King Hamlet during a sword battle. The land belonging to King Fortinbras consented to King Hamlet. Young Fortinbras was infuriated by his fathers’ death and wanted to seek revenge against Denmark. He also wanted to retrieve the land lost to Denmark after his fathers’ death. Claudius heard about Fortinbras’ plans and sent a message to Fortinbras’ uncle who had become the new Norways’ King. The uncle tried to prevent Fortinbras from revenging against Denmark and told him to attack the Poles instead to let out his anger. Fortinbras agreed with the idea but did not intend to follow the plan.
Fortinbras was open and bold about his plan of leading an army to strike Denmark to kill the King and everyone is aware of his plan. Although the land proclaimed by Fortinbras had no value, Fortinbras wanted to engage in war for the sake of his fathers’ name.  However, Fortinbras’ revenge seemed immoral and not worthy because his father was not unlawfully murdered yet he wanted revenge for that. He was only fighting for glory and prestige. Fortinbras finally gets revenge by getting back the land that belonged to his father. Fortinbras also gained power and honor by attacking Poland as advised by his uncle.
Hamlet’s revenge for his father’s death
Hamlet discovered that his father was murdered by Claudius, his uncle after the appearance of the ghost that led him to understand the death of his father. The ghost encouraged him to pursue revenge for his fathers’ death by murdering Claudius. Hamlet is possessed by revenge and emotions throughout the play.  He deeply grieved for his father and decided that the best plan to get justice for his fathers’ murder was through seeking revenge. He decides to fake madness as a way of helping him get the revenge he wanted. His acts of madness became more real and his family and friends don’t pay attention to his insane actions and words. This madness gave him the freedom to do anything that he wanted to do for revenge.  Hamlet is a person who thinks deep before taking action: faking insanity was a plan to help him on how to deal with his revenge (Polka, 483).
However, Hamlet did not act immediately but delayed to get evidence that Claudius was responsible for his fathers’ death. His delay to revenge causes unwanted deaths including the death of Laertes, Polonius, Gertrude, Ophelia, Guildenstern, and Rosencrantz. Hamlet came to get the evidence he wanted when he found Claudius praying and he heard him confess to having killed his father. Claudius and Laertes organized a battle between Hamlet and Laertes as a trick to kill Hamlet. Hamlet agreed to participate in the battle. Hamlet and Laertes battled each other with poisoned swords which ended up killing both of them. Gertrude drank from a poisoned cup that was made for Hamlet. Hamlet, noticing that there was a plan to kill him got angered and killed Claudius. Gertrude also died from the poison. The poisoned sword also killed Laertes and Hamlet. Although this event led to unnecessary deaths, Hamlet finally got his revenge against Claudius.
Laertes’ revenge for his fathers’ death
[bookmark: _GoBack]Laertes also suffered from the coincidental death of his father who was his close friend. However, Laertes chose a different way to that of Hamlet. He was consumed by emotions and unlike Hamlets Laertes does not analyze the pathway he wants to take but rashes to taking action. Laertes on learning of his fathers’ death grieved a lot. He organized a crowd that went threat to overthrow the King of Denmark if he failed to produce the killer of his father. Claudius told him that his father was killed by Hamlet and developed a grudge against Hamlet (Bell, 49).
Laertes is such kind of a rash person and nothing would have distracted him from revenge. Laertes does not think about the afterlife but desires to seek revenge at all means. This character makes him be influenced by Claudius to plan for the killing of Hamlet. His rush to take action without analyzing the motive of the King led to his death after being killed by Hamlet during the battle. However, despite his downfall, Laertes got revenge for his father since Hamlet died from the poisoned sword.
Conclusion
The Hamlet play is dominated by the theme of revenge. The three characters involved in revenge: Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras used different ways for revenging against their fathers’ deaths. However, their revenge motives resulted in more serious issues including unplanned deaths such as the death of Gertrude.
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